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a oi ‘We Seer. 8th. T reneral Associati i 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. ect. Sth. The General Association, and particular 


Associations, and churches, in all casesare required to 


earnestly and affectionately recommend it to every 
church, society, or particular association, to exercise 
ithe spirit of christian meekness and charity tow ards | look for those qualifications in their officers, which the 
those who have different modes of faith or practice ; | scriptures of:the New Testament have made requisite : 
that where the brethren cannot see alike, they may a- particularly, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20, and the Sdand 4th 
eree to differ, and let every wan be fully persuaded in \chapters of the epistle to Timothy ; and they are re- 





PROFESSION OF BELIEF AND PLAN, 
OF THE GEN ERAL ASSOCIATION OF THE UNIVERSAL 


CHURCHES AND SOCIETIES, OF THE 


NEW-ENGLAND STATES, 
The Churches and Societies of UnNIversAnists of 
the New Engsand States, assembled in GENERAL 





ConvENTION, holden at Winchester, New-Hampshire, | 
on the 2l<t and 22d of September, A. t). 1803, 

To the individuals of the several churches and so | 
cieties, and to all persons whom it may concern :— 
Greeting. 


Brethren and Friends: 


Whereas, the diversities of capacity and of opportn- | 


nity for obtaining information, together with many at- 
t 


tendant circumstances, have occasioned, among the 


sincere professors of the Abrahamic Faith, some diver-| 


sities of opinion concerning some points of doctrine an 
modes of practice. We therefore think it expedient, 
in order to prevent confusion and misunderstanding 
and to.promote the edifying and building up of the 


church together in love, to record and publish that 


profession of belief, which we agree in as essential 5) 


and that plan of ecclesiastical fellowship and general 

subordination, which we, 

conceive we oneht to maintain. 
PROFESSION OF BELIEF. 


Arnticirk 1, We helieve that the Holy Scriptures of | 


the Old and New Vestaments contain a revelation of} 


the character of God, and of the duty, interest, and 
final destination of mankind. 

Ant. 2. We believe that there is one God, whose 
nature is love: revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
One Holy Spirit 


the whole family of mankind to holiness and happi- 


of Grace; who will finally restore 


ness, 


Art. 3. We believe that holiness and true happi- | 
ness are inseparably connected; and that believers | 


ought to mammtain order, and practice good works, for 
these things are good and profitable unto men. 


As we believe these to be truths which deeply con-. 
cern the honor of the Divine Character, and the inter- | 


ests of man, we do hereby declare that we contitnne to 
consider ourselves and our societies in fellowship, a 
denomination of christians distinct and separate from 
those who do not approve the whole of this profession 
and belief, as expressed in the (hree above afticles. 

And as a distinct denomination, we continue to 
Claim the authority of exercising among onrselves, that 
order for the glory of God in the good of the church 
which christianity re quires, 

And we continne to claim the external privileges, 
which, accordir g¢ to the free constitution of our coun- 
try, every denomination is entitled to enjoy. 


Yet, while we, as an association, adopt a general | 


profession of helief. and plan of church government, 
we leave it to the several churches and sucieties, or to 
smaller associations of churches, if such should be form- 
ed within the limits of our geueral association, to con- 
tinue or adopt, within themselves, such more particu- 
lar articles of faith, or modes of discipline, as may ap- 
pear to them best, under their particular circumstan- 


ces; provided wey do not disagree with our general 
profession and plan. 


And while we consider that every church possesses, | 
Withio itself, all the powers of self-government, we | 


asa christian association, ; 


his own mind, 
PLAN OF FHE GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 


Seer. Ist. The General Association of Universalists 
of the New England States, shall hold a Convention, 
once a year, at such time and place, as shall have 
been appointed by the preceding Convention. 


Srer. 23, Each society, approving our general pro- 
fession and plan, and manifesting a desire for the in- 
| crease ai pport of eespel light and order, shall have 


a right to send to the Convention a delegate or dele- 
cates, who sha!l hold our general profession of belief, 
and sppport a sober, moral character; and such dele- 
eates shall be received as members of the Conven- 
tion. 

Sect. od. 


Those ordained ministers and licensed 


preachers of the gospel, who have received the fellow- 
ship of the Association, shall be considered as mem 
(bers of the Convention at which they attend, while 
they remain in that fellowship, whether they produce 
credentials from any society, or not. 

Scr. 4th. The consent of a majority of members 
| present shall be necessary to the reception of any new 
| member, who is neither a minister, nor a preacher, in 

fellowship, nor a delegate producing credentials from 
| some church, society, or particular association. 
Sret. Sth. Each member of the Convention shall be 
| entitled to one vote in every matter to be determined 
| except those in which the societies represented ought 


ito have equal privilege; such as determining the 


place of holding the next Convention; or any other | 


;matter which the majority of the Convention shall 


judge to be of a simiiar nature in this respect; in such 
| eases, each society represented shall be considered as 


| having no more than one voice; and each person vot- 
ing shall be considered as 
| one society. 


| Seer. 6th. The business of a General Convention, 


representing not more than 


when met, shall be: 

To choose a Presiding Elder, Clerk, and other Offi- 
cers, if necessary ; 

To examine into the state of particular societies, 
churches, or asseciatious, on due representation; and | 
_give or withhold, continue or withdraw their fellow- 
chip, as may be necessary ; 

To look over the conduct of the members of the As- 

sociation, especially those who labor in word and doc- 


, trine ; and approve or rebuke, or deny fellowship, as | 


occasion may require ; 
To examine into the qualifications of ministers, 


_ preachers, or other individuals, who appear candidates | 


for the fellowship of the Association; and give or 
withhold that fellowship, as may appear best ; 

To appoint, and hear the reports of particular com- | 
mittees, and determine concerning them ; 

And to adopt all such measures, in their power, as 
may tend to the promotion of general order, instruc- 
tion and edification. 

Sect. 7th. Ordinations, during the recess of the} 
Convention, shall be conducted as heretofore, at such | 
times, and in such places, and manner, as attendant | 
circumstances and good order require; and due and 
seasonable report thereof, shall be made to the Asso- 
ciation in Convention, 





ferred to the same sacred books for directions how to 


| deal with offenders: particularly Mat. xviii. 15, 21.— 


Luke xvir. 3, 4. 

Secr. 9th. The General Association dieciniaee all 
authority for passing any further judgment against any 
offending particular association, society, church, or in- 
dividual, than the mere withdrawing of fellowship. 

Secr. 10th. The Association reserves to itself, un- 
der the direction of that Divine Wisdom which was te 
accompany the followers of Christ to the end of the 
world, the right of making hereafter such alterations 
of this general PLAN of the Association, as circumstan- 
ces may require, 

But there is no alteration of any part of the three 
Articles that contain the Prof: ssion of our Belief, ever 
to be made, at any future period. 

The above, and the within, is respectfully submit- 
ted, by Zeeuion STREETER, Committee of the 

Georce Ricsarps, General Conven- 
Hosea BALLov, tion, appointed al 


Water Ferriss, and \ Strafford, (Vt.) 
ZEPHANIAH LATHE, Sept. 1802. 





By the General Convention of the Universal Churches 
and Societies : 
RATIFICATION IN TOTAL. 





The above, and all and every part thereof, having 


;| been deliberately read, maturely considered, and se- 


riously investigated, was accepted of, and passed, by 

the unanimous vote of all present. In solemn wituess 

whereof, the Presiding Flder, and Clerk, and Assistant 

Reader, have fixed their respective signatures. 

Done at Winchester, NV. H. Sept. 23d, 1803. 
ZKBULON STREETER, Presiding Elder. 

Noauw Murray, Clerk. 

EpwARD TURNER, Assistan! Reader. 

A true Copy of Record. 

Hosta BALiou, 2d. Standing Clerk. 


Altest, 





| .: Extract from the Record of the proceedings cf the 
| Convention for 1814, 


25th. Voted, That when any brother in the minis- 
try, holding fellowship with this Convention, receives 
| ordination or installation over any church or society, 
or takes up such connection, it shall be the duty of 
_such brother to make due return to the General Con- 
binges of such proceedings.” 


Extract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Convention for 1820. 


“13th. Voted, That forever after it shall be the du- 
ty of the Clerk of the General Convention, or of the 
brother who mav be appointed to write the Circular 

_ Letter, to send at least three copies of the-Proceedings 
of the Convention, to three brethren in the ministry, 
members of each of the differeut Associations in {el- 
lowship with the Conveation.” 


} 


| £xtract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Convention for 1824, 
“26th. The following resolve was unanimously pas- 
sed: Resolved, What, in (uture, in all instances of dif- 


ficulty existing between brethren iv the Mivistry, or 
‘between a brother in the ministry and a church or so 
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ciety in fellowship with the General Convention, it | The Calvinist and the Arminian both contend that 
shall be the duty of such parties to settle their differ-| God sent his word into the world to save mankind. — 
ence by a mutual council, chosen of such as are in; They are interested in ils promulgation because they 
fellowship with the General Convention ; and should| conceive it to be the ineans by which men mast be 
either party refuse to submit the case to such a coun-| saved. The Arminian strepuous!y contends that God 
cil, the other shall have a right to choose an ex parle | sent his word to accamplish the salvation of the whole 
To suppose that Guid sent it to accomplish the 


ee ee 


council; and the decision in either case shall be} world. 


fiuval.”” , j salvation of a part only is by him consitered as an im- 
True Copies of Record. /peachinent of the divine character. ‘The Universalist 

| . . . . . , 

Attest, Hosea Bauwov, 2d. Standing Clerk. | agrees with him, and it is re ended to him to lay 


i}hold of the Arminian’s creed, ond to hold it as long as 


Hie will fn 





the Ariminian using 
» of his creed. 


itebis apostles, } 


he finds it possible. 
| the following arguments in defe 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 4 : F 
When Christ gave his comm 


ON THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE DIVINE | hate them preach the easpel | 
PURPOSE IN SENDING THE GOSPEL 
INTO THE WORLD.—Or 


very creature, Now 


wiiy did Christ direct his follow to preach the g.- 


5 
ot pleased to hav 


And are not invitations given i 


| 

| 

| pel to every creature, if God wa 
isalyation offered ? 


REMARKS ON ISAIAH LV. 10, 11. 
"For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from hear- | soever will let him partake of the water of ii'e freely? 


en, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth,| \°W bow could God be sincere in the graci us offers 


ithe gospel to ali men? Does not the spirit say, who- 


to perishing sinners, if he had interposed any insuper- 
able obstable to the salvation of all? Do not these 
_ seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall | invitations prove that the door is opened for ail ?—th:! 


_ and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 


| 


my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; is 
shall not return unto me void ; but it shall accomplish | designed it for the benefit of all? How otherwise can 
jwe account for the words with which the angel an- 
nounced the Saviour’s birth? “*] bring you good tidings 
)of great joy which shall be to all people.” Why oth- 
The object which the prophet had in view in com | erwise was Jesus called, ‘*the Saviour of the world?” 
paring the word of God to the rain and to the snow Why did he not refuse this appellation when the Sa- 
was not to illustrate the impartiality with which God | ™aritans said, *‘we have heard him ourselves, and 
communicates his grace to the world. The impartial | know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
manner in which God bestows divine grace on mau-| world?” The death of Christ has been considered 
kind, may, I readily allow, be well illustrated by such ‘necessary to the salvation of mankind. We can see 
a comparison. Moses appears to have used this com | 2° reason therefore, why he should div for those whom 
parison for this purpose, when he says, ‘**my doctrine | God had reprobated to eternal wrath. Why then, 
shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distill as the | did Christ die for all?—Why did he give ‘himself a 
dew; as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as ransom for all to be testified in due time?” The Uni- 
the showers upon the grass.’ But Isaiah appears to versalist is satisfied with these arzcuments. He takes 
have had another object, though by no means an in- | them from the Arminian’s lips, and uses them in de- 
ferior one, in making the comparison which we discover | fending himself against tbe Calvinist. Let him then 
in the passages above quoted from him. And bis ob- retain his hold upon the Arminian’s creed as long as he 
ject was lo illustrate the certainty thal the word of God finds it possible. 
will accomplish the purpose of God in sending it into| But now comes the parting point. At first the Uni- 
the world, Moses says, **my doctrine shall drop as the | versalist joined company with his two brethren, the 
rain.’ But Isaiah refers tu the effect which the rain | Calvinist and Arminiau. As soon as he had increased 


provision is made in the gospel for all ?—and that God 


that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 


whereto I sent it.” 


and snow invariably have upon the earth, and then 
asserts that so the word of God shall have the effect , vinist had abandoned him. 
God intended, “Jt shall not return unto me void ;y but | with the Arminian, until be bears Isaiah, personating 
at shall accomplish thet which I please, and it shall pros- | the Great Supreme, declare, **.My word shai not return 
per in the thing wherelo I sent it.” Now nothing can | unto me void; but if shall accomplish that which I 
be. more evident than that the rain and snow always | please, and it shall presper in the thing wherelo I sent 
accomplish the divine purpose in sending them. We|it.”” What, says he, his heart beginning to beat with 


lie walks cheerfully along 















ee 


The foregoing subject teaches us the truth of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation. {It shews that God 
had a definite purpose in sending his gospe! to man, 
and that this purpose will certainly be accomplished, 
And as Christ died for all, as the gospel was cent to 
all, and as all are invited to benefit themselves there. 
by, it is as certain that they all will he saved, as that 
the earth is watered and tertilized hy the showers of 





| heaven, and that the sun communicates ligut aud heat 
| to the solar system. 


**Viark the soft falling snow, 
And the descending rain ; 
To heav’n from whence they fell, 
They turn not back again ; 


But water earth through every pore, 
And call forth all her secret store. — 


Array’d in heauteous green 

The hills and vallies shine, 

And man and beast are fed, 

By Providence divine : 
‘The harvest bows its golden ears. 
The copious seed of future years, 


So saith the God of grace, 

My gospel shall descend, 

Almighty to effect 

The purpose I intend, 
Millions of souls shall feel its power, 
And bear it down to millions more.” 


*RIcwaRns. 





NOTICE. 


It is expected that the new Universalist Meeting 
House at Haverhill, Mass. will be dedicated to the 
worship of ‘Imighty God, on Wednesday the 30th in- 
Public Services té comuiéuce at 2 o'clock, 


—$_$—. 


stant. 
P. M. 
_—E -)+ aa 


Unirersalist Chapel at Proridence. 


The Universalist Chapel, erecting on the site of the 
one lately destroyed by fire is nearly completed. tte 
beauty and convenience surpass the former building, 
which was superior in those particulars to most of the 








a little in divine knowledge, he found that the Cal- |; 





should know it even ifthe word of God did not inform | hope and transport, what! Shall the word of God ac- 
us of it. It is impossible that a shower should fal! upon | complish that which he please? Shall it prosper in the | 
the earth and not water aud fertilize it. Would the | thing whereto he sent it? 
earth be fertile without the rain and snow? Has it|edtoall. The gospel was sent to all for the purpose 
not always been fertile? Then has not the purposeofjof saving them. Yes, and it shall accomplish the 
God in sending them always been accomplished ? pleasure of God. In the fulness of his joy he says with 
What then was the purpose of God in sending his | Watts, 
word intothe world? The evidence ow this subject is 
so clear and bright that | am afraid the reader will not 
see it plainly. If we look at the sup at noon, we are 
almost blinded by his light. Some people are so much 
accustomed to receive things on the strength of a cler- 
gyman’s mere assertion, that an attempt to prove a 
proposition seems to them a work of supererogation.— 
Such are so unaccustomed to evidence and demonstra- . 
tion that the sight of it has a very strange effect upon| He turns to share his joy with the Arminian, butalas! 
their minds. They immediately become suspicious of | he finds that he too has abandoned him, He stands a- 
a doctrine which appears consistent: it must be false |love. Now we appeal to the world, if the Universalist 
Decause it agrees'so well with carnal reason. I will|is not justified in standing alone, if ove part of the 
then avail myself of the labors of the opposers of Uni-| christian world abandons him becauce he believes that 
versa! Salvation, and shew from their creeds what was | God sent his word for the salvation of the whole world, 
the purpose of God in sending his Son into the world, | and all the rest because he thinks that the word will 
And perhaps in this way | may obtain the forbearance | accomplish that which God pleases, aud prosper iu the 


The door was surely open- | 


**But when we view thy grand design 

To save rebellious worms, 

Where wisdom, power, and goodness shine, 
In their most glorious forms ; 


Our thoughts are lost in reverend awe, 
We love and we adore; 

The holy angels never saw 

So much of God before.” 








even of such as | have described. thing whereto he sent it. 


houses for public worship in the State.— P:or. Gas. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
LETTER TO THE EDITORS. 


GentTLEMEN,— Yon have published that part of my 
Reply to Mr. Sabine, respecting the passages which 
speak of the day of judgment. 
led me to suppress a number of remarks. which | then 
had written relative tothe same subject but destroyed 
the papers, not supposing I should have any further 
Now, lam unable to cal! them all 


Want of room compel- 


occasion for them. 
up, but shall give you such of them as at present oc- 
cur. They will rather appear in a disjointed state, 


| being additional remarks, on some of the texts in which 


the above phrase is found, with objections considered. 

Ist. The same Greek phrave, rendered ‘the day of 
judgment” in the New Testaasent, is found in the LXX 
version, Proy. vi. 34, and is rendered by our transla- 
tors, ‘the day of vengeance.’ Why ought they not 
also to have rendered this phrase, ‘tthe day of ven- 
geance,” in all the passages where it occurs in the 
New Testament? Had this been done, which unilor- 
mity in the version required, as well as the context of 
the places, few people would have concluded, that 
any other day of vengeance was referred to, but that 
which came on the Jewish nation. This period is ex- 
pressly called, Luke xxi. 22, ‘The days of rengeance, 
that all things which are written may be fulfilled.” i 
have also shewn, in a paper on 2 Thes. chap. ii. in the 
Magazine, that the apostle refers to the same punish- 
ment and people, when he says verse 8th, ‘sin flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God,'and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
2d. 1 would notice, that in 1 John iv. 17, we have 
‘the day of judgment.” In all, except this text, it 





& 








a 
joa day of judgm 

. . t 
day of judgmen ) ' 
af have proved nothing in fa 
. Am I asked why? I answer, because sucha 
ad been predicted as coming on 


ent. But, supposing it had been the 
in every text without exception, it 
vor of the common 


opinion. 

day of ponishment hb 

the Jewish nation, hy their own prophets. I ha i pease 
ie ’ 

be easily prove d if it were necessary. 


and proper the | 
nt, as it wis an event both predicted and expected, 
ment, 4> : | . 
‘ust as much as to call their expected Messiah 
J j . , . 
the Viessianh, oF the Christ. 
by other examples, but 1 forbear. 
day of jue 
ealled, “t' ¢ day of the I 
the day that was to burn as an oven. he! + “ates 
the day of the Lord,” and **that day” in the 


called, , 
We may rather then be surprised. 


New Testament. 
that in every instance it was not called “the day ot 


judgment,” than that it was so called in b. single in- 
stance. Besides, the greatness of the judgment or 
yengeance, well entitled it to be called */he day of 
judgment,” for it is called, ‘the great aud dreadtal 
day of the Lord.” Mal. iv. 5. It is rather surprising, 
that this day of ‘temporal judgment, should be de- 
scribed in such language in the Old Testament, yet a 
day of general. judgment at the consummation of all 
things, so generally believed in our day, be overilook- 
ed by the sacred writers. How is this fact to be ac- 
counted for? And how could our Lord’s disciples un- 
derstand him of such a day, it not bei g taught 
in the Old Testament : 2d. | shall now attewpt an 
answer to some objections. The principal one was 
partly noticed, and only want of room preventeda 
more full consideration of it. 1st. In further answer to 
the objection arising fiom its being said, “It shall be 
wore tolerable “ior Tyre, Sidon, and other places,” 
we shall add the following remarks. 

The whole forge of the objection lies in the future 
tense of the verb, ‘it shail be.” It is well known, 
however, and is admitted by all critics, that in Greek, 
moods and tenses of verbs are often used for one anoth- 


er. I shall adduce a few out of the many proofs which i 
|tament which give any countenance to such a doctrine. | stood these, as referring to the day of awful judgment 


micht be given of this. ‘As the Hebrew language 
hath no subjunclire mode, the indicative is often put for 
the subjunctive. The amperaive is sometinves used 
for the ind calire. ‘T he infinitive mode was used by 
the Hebrews for the verb, in any of ifs modes and ten- 
ses. As the Hebrew verb hath only two tenses, the 
preierue and the future, these two,with the participles, 
supply the place of all the rest. Hence the Jews, in 


writing Greek, give tothe preferile and fulure lenses of 


Greek verbs, all the variety of signification which 
these tenses have in the Hebrews.” See M’Knight’s 4th 
Preliminary essay, where he illustrates this change ot 
the tenses and cites examples. Blackwell in his sa- 
cred classics, page 123, says, **The Greeks, though 
they have a!! the tenses and moods wanting in the He- 
brew, and the addition of some tenses which even the 
Romans have not; yet for variety they change thesr 
moods and tenses in a manner as bold and surprising 
to people, that have not compared the sacred and for 
eign classics, as the Hebrew writers themselves.” See 
much more iv the same author on the change of the 
tenses, I shall only add the following from Mr. Ew- 
ing’s Greek Grammar, page 106, **As Hebrew verbs 
have only two tenses. a past and a future, and as these 
are occasionally used for the present, and under cer- 
tain circumstances are substituted for each other, s 
in Helenistic Greek the writers do not always avail 
themselves of the variety of tenses in Greek verbs but 
occasionally use the past in the sense of the present. 
or of the future; and the future in the sense of the 
Present or of the past.” That the tenses of Greek 
Verbs, are fr quently ased the one for the other, there 
cav be nodoubt. That the future is used for the past, 
expressly declared by these Greek gramarians avd 
Critics, and that without any theught, that such a de- 


Claration Militated against their views ofthe passages) 


UNIVERS 








This might be illustrated | the phrase, “the day of judgment.” the peopie whom 
Kesides, this very he addressed, and the punishments which are «tated by | at what day of jadgment was this acconnt to be ren- 


lyment predicted by the Jewish prophets, is | | 
"@ word in the Old Testament, and the men of that generation, &c. It is true, none at he had spoken, Mat. x. 15, and xi. 20—25, an |! other 
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before us, or tended to remove this objection against | evident then, that throughout the context, not only 
the views which I have advanced from them. The Jitle, but wicked speaking, and against the holy spirit 
question may then be asked—i« the future tense of the | (oo is spoken of, and that these men our Lord addres- 
(ireek verb used for the past, in the passages where it} sed, were a generation of vipers. They could not 
ix said, “It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Go- | speak good things. Like vipers they spoke or spit 
morrah?? &c. We think it will be impossitle to shew | their poison, The poison of asps was under their lips. 


It was natural, that it ix not; and all the circumstances and facts of | Being evil men, ont of the evil treasure of their hearts 
refore to have called it she day of judg-|the case, zo to shew, that it is so used. The chiel| they brought forth evil. What could be ‘nore perti- 


of these have been stated, such as the subject onj}nent or to the purpose, than what our Lord said to 


‘which our j.ord was speaking, the scriptere usage of | them, verses 26, 37, that they should give account for 





these wicked speeches in the day of judgment. But 


way of contrast between Sodom and Gomorrah, and dered? lLanswer, the same day of judgment of which 

the above critics have eited any of those passages in| passages which have been sufficiently noticed. What 
which the day of judgment occurs, as examples that | other day of judgment could it be, for of no other had 
the future tense of the verb is used for the past. This | our Lord spoken in any of his discourses? At this day 
would have militated against their own creed, Nor,) they did render an account, for op them came all the 
do the sscied writers in any case inform us, that in| righteous blood shed upon the earth. 

writing they did thus change the tenses of verbs. No, | 3d. It may be further objected, “tif your views be 
this is learned by critics from the scope of the writer, | admitted, they do away all retribution or punishment 
the nature o the subject, aod other circumstauces in a future state of existence.” Answer. This does 
conuected, together with the laws of language, which not certainly follow, for although the texts which 
shew that such a change is made by them. We have speak of the day of judgment, are given up as proving 
perhaps all the evidence, which the nature of the case , the commonly received opinion of such a day of judg- 
admits, that such a change of tense was used in these ment, yet it may perhaps be proved from other parts 
texts. This we think must be admitted, unless one, ‘of scripture. Ht would not fairly follow, that univer- 
or other, or all of the following things are proved.— sal salvation was false, because a universalist misap- 
First, that Sodom, Gomorrah, Tyre, and Sidon, were plyed some texts of scripture in attemping to prove it. 
not punished at all in time past, and were therefore to! The case before us is similar. It has this difference 
be brought up for punishment at a day of general judg- , however, that the texts which speak of the day of judg- 
ment at the end of time. Or, Second, that though, ment, but which we have shewn refer to the »ny of 
pauished in time past yet they were to be brought up! temporal vengeance on the Jewish nation, are texts 
again for judgment at this period. Or, Third, that it) which have been long considered as the very pillars of 
is certain, that such a day of general judgment was the doctrine of a general jujgment. Were it proved, 
wel! understood in our Lord's day, and that it wasalso that as many texts which formed tbe pillars of the 
believed, that wicked persons, yea whole cities, were doctrine of Universal Salvation had been perverted 

to be judged and condemned a second time at this day I should begin to suspect the whole superstructure’ 
of judgment. But understanding the future tense to; was a mere Babel building, which must soon fall of 
be used for the past, it entirely sets aside this second; course. But if the common opinion of a day of general 
judgment contended for from these passages, and ‘judgment can be fairly established from other texts of 
which we believe are the only texts in the New Tes- he bible, or, ifit can be shewn, that | have misunder- 


Where else is it ever intimated, that a city, or an m-, which came on the Jewish nation, let it be done. We 
dividual, is to be judged a second time ata day of lay no claims to infallibility,but are willing to listen to 
general judgment ? /evidence produced from God’s word on this and on all 
2d. But it may be objected further to my views of religious subjects. The views we have given we have 
these passages; *‘Allowing them to be correct, did frankly stated, and our sincere desire is that the truth 
men give an account of every idle word which they of God may clearly appear whether our views be 
had spoken as stated, Mat. xii. 36, at the period to. found right or wrong. 
whi h you have referred this day of judgment.” Au-| 4th. Bat it may be further sail, “If your views of 
swer. There is certainly as much evidence that they these passages be correct, how came the doctrine of a 
did, as that they wili have to do this at a day of gen- day of general judgment at the end ef time to be be- 
eral judgment at the end of this world. Ihave as: leved, and how came such texts to be so strangely 
good a right to assume this as true in support of my perverted in its support, if such a doctrine be pot 
views, as those have, who hold the counneouly receiv- | tanght in the bible.”? Answer. I have not denied but 
ed opinions from those passages. But as mere assump- | such a doctrine may be taught in the bible. No, I 
tions cay never satisty a candid inquiring mind in eith- have only denied, that it is taught in such passages, 
er case, | recur to the context for an answer to this) and have expressed my willingness to listen to its 
ohjection, and in coniormation of my opinions. It is proof from these or any other texts in which it is sup- 
evident then, that the passage from verse 22—38, is| posed to be taught. But on the supposition, that it is 
ne continued discourse between our Lord and the | vot taught in any part of the bible, the above objec- 
iharisees. They imputed his miracles to Beelzebub, _tion can have no force against my views, for, it would 
verse 24. They bad not only spoken many au idie have equal force against many other things which 
sut wicked word against him as the Son of man, but | have been firmly believed, but are now exploded, and 
‘hey had blasphemed against the holy spirit by which | iv proof of which texts of seripture were adduced but 
his miracles had been performed, see verses 25, 34.— perverted from their true meaning as in the case be- 
‘ontinuing his discourse to them at verses 34, 35, be fore us. For example a Roman Catholic might say te 
says to them,—‘O generation of vipers. how can ye, | any Protestant, ‘if you deny the doctrine of transub- 
being evil,speak good things ? tor out of the abundance |stantiation and purgatory, how came such doctrines 
of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man,out of the | to be souniversal.y believed in the church,by good and 
zood treasure of the heart, bringeth forth good things: & | !earned men too, and how came texis of scripture to 
an evil man, out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil | be so strangely perverted in their support, if no such 
things.” It is immediately added, verses 36, 37, **But| doctrines are taught in the bible *” Whatever 
| say unto you, that every idle word that men shall | answer a Protestant would give to a Catholic will suit 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of my case, and this answer to him, will meet his objec- 
judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justiiied, | tion aginst my views, and ought to convince him, that 
aud by thy words thou shalt be condemued.” It is | it never ought to be made, unless Protestants affirua, 
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that they have arrived at a perfect understanding ot 
the scriptares, and that infallibility has been transfer- 
red from the Pope tothem. But it is allowed,—that 
the hible is the religion of Protestants. To it ] have 
appealed, shewing, that they have as grossly pervert 
ed texts of scripture in support of their doctrine of a 
doy of judgment, as any Catholic ever did in support 
of transubstantiation or purgatory. <A Protestant per- 
version of scripture has no more claim to indulgence 
The Catholics fought the 
Protestants with such kind ef weapons but were de 
feated, 
selves to the Catholic weapons in defence of them 


than a Catholic perversion. 
It is rather amusing, to see them betake them- 


selves, when the bible is appealed to, shewing the 
erro: ® of their own creed, 

lu concluding these additional remarks, I would 
merely observe, that it is not my business to prove, tha’ 
the common ideas of a day of general judgment are 
wroty. Itis the incumbent duty of those who enter- 
taip them, to prove that they are right, and are sup- 
1 am under no more obligation to 
nndertake this, than lam to prove, that there is no 


ported by scripture. 





such place as purgatory. 
amine candidly and fairly the texts adduced iv proof 
of this day of general judgment. J have done this, or 
nt least atfempted to do it, in regard to a few of the 
strongest which have generally been brought forward 
ia evidence of such a doctiine. This examination, | 
have found pleasant and profitable to myself, though 
aftended with considerable lahor. That the reader 
ray also profit by it, is the desire of yours respect- 
filly. W. B. 


— 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
CLERICAL POLICY. 


The clergy have generally found it convenient, and 
have therefore, thought it good policy to inculcate 
opinions, and to insist upon articles of faith, which are 
in Cirect opposition to the plain common sense of ma: 
kind. But 
few religious mancuvres can boast of more remote an 
fiqnity. it had its origin in the first departure from 
the simplicity that is in Christ. 


This is not an invention of moder» date. 


His was properly a 
His gospel, and the ministry of 
it, were designed to make known mysteries which had 


system of revelation. 


All I have to do, is to ex-.! 





been “hidden from ages and generations past ;”’ to ex- 
hibit **apon the house top whatever had been done iu | 
secret.” It follows of course, that mystery was no part | 


of his policy. His object was the revelation of myste- | 


ries; to ‘make darkness light before us, the crooked | 
strait, and the rough places plain.” 

His ambitious followers however, soon grew tired of | 
It afforded them but a poor oppor | 
tunity of manifesting their superiority, and especially, 
their courage in defying good sense, 


plain truth, 


this plain course. 
reason and | 
They therefore, adopted the pagan cus 
tom of generating mysteries. Those of faith necessa 
rily took the lead, because there cannot be inexplica- 
ble mysteries in facts which relate to the understand- 
ing. ‘These mysteries were not like those mentioned 
in the holy scriptures, hidden truths, which may, and 
which will, in due time, be made known; but bewil- 
dering speculations in manifest opposition to the plain- 
est facts; and which involved difficulties and contra- 
dictions which no being human or divine could ob- 
viate. 

Sach was the mystery of transubstantiation. That 
the real body of Christ should, at the same time, be in 
heaven, and in the wafer placed upon the tongue of 
the communicant, was most evideutly impossible, as 
moch so, as for the communicant to be iv the vale of 
Helron, and on the summit of the Alps at the same 
moment. But still this contradiction must be believed 
as a revealed trath on pain of purgatory. It was not 
pretended, even by its advocates, that this absurd ar- 


ticle would bear investigation. Que of its most bigot- 


| dence of people in those dark periods. 





ed abettors, in the eleventh century, says, “It isa 
mystery of faith, useful to be believed, but not useful 
to be examined.” But it surely was not useful to the 
people at large, even as an article of faith. The fact 
is, the interest of the people, and those of the priest- 
100d were completely at variance. It was useful to th: 
lienitaries of the Romish Church to have this contra- 
liction believed, as an essential article of the chris- 
tian faith; buat it would have been useful to the peo- 


ple to have subjected it to a critical and fearless ex- 
imination. By this course, they would have discov 
ered the craft of their religious oppressors, and deter- 
mined to break the chains with which they were 
It would have beén the first step from the 
darkoess of papal superstition, to the light of christian 
truth. ‘The infallibility of the Romish Church was 
wother *tmystery of faith,’ equally opposed to plain 
iact. 

The church was held to be an infallible expositor of 
the scriptures, and an infallible judge of all matters 


hound. 


relating to religion. Whatever meaning the church 
It was fatal 
But 
the church at different times, explained the same pas- 
sage, and decided the same case differently, and oi 
course it was impossible that in both cases it should 
be correct. This is as certain as that two directly op- 
posite things are not identically one. Still the obse- 
quious dupes of the priesthood must truly believe that 


put upon a passage was the true one. 
heresy to believe differently from such decisions. 


the decision of the church was right, aud equally so, 
in the one case as ip the other. 
When it decided that “the Son was of the same sub- 





stance with the Father,” its decision was correct; 
and when it decided that “the 
same substance with the 


' 
: 
Son vot of th. | 


99 


was 


father,’ ifs decision was | 
correct. When the church decided that tse *Virein | 
Vary was the Mother of God,” its decision was teal 
rect; andwhen it decided that the **Virgin Maty was nut 
the Mother of God,” its decision was equally correct. | 


ihese, anda thous..nd cther absurdities, not less ridic- 


ulous, were forced upon the ignorant multitude, as/, 
| 


“Mysteries of faith, useiul to be believed, but not use- | 


} 
ful to be examined.”? We have seen, however, that a| 


belief of them was useful to the priesthood oniy, whiie 





a careful examination of them might have been highiy | 


Now in this enlightened age, i, 
wonder at the blind devotion, and the implicit confi- 


useful to the laity. 


But are there 


for subjects of rational examination? Is not the doc- | 
trine of original sin, of this kind? It is taught as an{ 
essential article of the christian faith, that the sin of | 
Adam in partaking of the forbidden fruit is so imputed | 
to all his posterity, as to involve them in his guilt, and 
subject them ‘to all the miseries of this life, to death 


| itself, and the pains of hell forever.” } 


Hence every infant from his day, till now, has come 
into the world infinitely criminal, and rendered so by 
an act not properly itsown. This tenet may be useful, 


as a “tmystery of faith,” to those who aggrundize 


domination, 
examination. 


themselves by religious but it surely | 
will not endure candid No one can 
be personally guilty of an act, with which he had no, 
personal connexion. Our progenitors could no more | 
render us guilty by their criminality, than they could | 
make us timid by their fears, or dauntless by their } 
courage. Guilt is the consequence of sin, and sin is | 
purely a personal act. We had no concern in the sin of | 
Adam, and of course, have no more concern in the } 
criminality of it, than we have with the murder of, 
Abel, or the position of Uriah in the battle where he | 
lost his life. The scriptures perfectly accord with this 
view of the subject. They do not denounce punish- 
ment upon men, as though sin came upon them by en- 
tailment, but on him, *“twho doeth evil.”’ ‘He that 
doeth wrong, shall receive for the wrong which he | 


hath done.”? Perhaps these hiats may induce some to | 


Joshna 


, . | Mott, Mr. Benja. T. Reed, 
| not many things now taught as revealed truth, which | 


92. 


oe 





and if so, they will probably, “forsake the foolish,” 
vod ‘walk in the way of anderstanding.” . S. Ss, 


examine this, and other ‘mysteries of popniar faith,” 


—— 








FOR TUF UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
A SKETCH OF CALVINISM, 


The Calvinistic points are five ; 

By driving these the Clerzy thrive,— 
Grow rich by preaching **Reprobation,— 
Imputed Sin, —Predestination,— 
Imputed Righteousness” (tosuch 

As still evince they have not much)— 
Saints’ Persevere ;—no fear of falling 
Old Adam’s Sin ; —Fffectual calling ;~— 
All men are totally deprav’d !— 

A chosen few shall yet be sav'd: 
Withont regard to personal merit, 

A beav’n of bliss they shall inherit; 
While all the rest are doom’d to hell; 
In endless guilt and pain to dwell,” 
This is a sketch of Calvin’s plan, 
Come, and believe it ali who can. 


Entangled in this Upas tree, 
Good fruit, tis true, we often see; 
But trace the branch, and find the root, 
Tis not a Calvinistic shoot :— 
Its sap and life came ina line, 
From Christ the troe aod living vine. K. 
TRINITY. 
My father, wise as most of men, 
Found ont that five and five madeten; 
But stil’ he taught his dorite son, 


That ove was three, aid three were one.” Rar. 
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MARVIED IN THIS CITY, 
Ry Rew S. Streeter. ¥r fra MV 


Marv Ann Gellard. 
Furhber, 2d S 


( ant. 


tlen, of Charlestown, 
f Boston. Mr. Thomas 
ophia Parker, 

Saron HH. Creckett to Mrs. Persis Little. Mr. 
Morn to Viiss Caroline Gillard. Mr. Ira Saville 


9 NVliss 


to “ire. 


to Miss Mary Bates. 


In Salem, Mr. Joseph 'arkin, of this city, to Miss 
Ruth K. Leach, of the former place. 

In Marblehead, on Tuesday evening, by Rev. Mr. 
of the frm'of Ropes and 
Reed, of this city, to Miss Elizabeth T. Hooper, daugh- 


| will answer much better for *‘mysteries of faith,” than | ter of John H. Esq. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mr. Charles Howard, aged 40. Mr. Green Pearce, 
Mrs. Lydia Thayer, 92. Mr. Anthony Rowe, 37. 
Mr. Jacob J. Jennings, 25. Mrs. Mary Clark, 40— 
formerly of the Theatre. 

In New-York, Jonathan Sears, master of the schoon- 
er Lewis, of Yarmouth, Mes. 

In Wiscasset, Mr. Joshua Hobart, 40 
Hingham, Mass. 


, a native of 
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